Humidification for oxygen therapy in non-ventilated patients.
Oxygen therapy is a necessary treatment for some patients in hospital; however, as with any treatment there are side effects. These include drying and cooling of the respiratory tract. This can lead to unpleasant side effects discouraging patients from continuing with their treatment. To overcome this there are a variety of humidification devices, both heated and cold, which can help people tolerate their treatment. This article will discuss the AQUAPAK system which humidifies dry oxygen making it more comfortable for the patient to breathe and preventing dehydration of the respiratory system.